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Personality and the Foundations of Political Behavior is the first study in more
than 30 years to investigate the broad significance of personality traits for mass
political behavior. Drawing on the Big Five personality trait framework, Jeffery
J. Mondak argues that attention to personality provides a valuable means to
integrate biological and environmental influences in rich, nuanced theories and
empirical tests of the antecedents of political behavior. Development of such
holistic accounts is critical, Mondak contends, if inquiry is to move beyond
simple "blank slate" environmental depictions of political engagement. Analyses
examining multiple facets of political information, political attitudes, and
participation reveal that the Big Five trait dimensions - openness to experience,
conscientiousness, extraversion, agreeableness, and emotional stability - produce
both direct and indirect effects on a wide range of political phenomena.
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Personality and the Foundations of Political Behavior is the first study in more than 30 years to investigate
the broad significance of personality traits for mass political behavior. Drawing on the Big Five personality
trait framework, Jeffery J. Mondak argues that attention to personality provides a valuable means to integrate
biological and environmental influences in rich, nuanced theories and empirical tests of the antecedents of
political behavior. Development of such holistic accounts is critical, Mondak contends, if inquiry is to move
beyond simple "blank slate" environmental depictions of political engagement. Analyses examining multiple
facets of political information, political attitudes, and participation reveal that the Big Five trait dimensions -
openness to experience, conscientiousness, extraversion, agreeableness, and emotional stability - produce
both direct and indirect effects on a wide range of political phenomena.
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Editorial Review

Review
"When virtually all of his colleagues were still treating individual-level political traits as isolated
phenomena, Jeff Mondak realized they were in fact intimately connected to larger life forces such as broad
personality traits. This original and remarkably creative book makes it clear that the future of research on
personality and politics lies not in shallow, speculative Freudian case studies but in objective, rigorous,
large-N analyses. Research at the nexus of personality and politics is starting to gain momentum, thanks
largely to Mondak's leadership, and if this book does not significantly enhance that momentum by providing
an empirical framework and by stimulating numerous new data-based studies, I will be both surprised and
bitterly disappointed."
- John R. Hibbing, University of Nebraska-Lincoln

"Mondak argues persuasively that traits shape political behavior. He provides an accurate and balanced
account of recent progress in personality research and illustrates its application in his own work. This book -
which should be read by sociologists, historians, and journalists as well as political scientists - is an
important step in the integration of the social sciences."
- Robert McCrae, author of Personality in Adulthood: A Five-Factor Theory Perspective

About the Author
Jeffery J. Mondak is James M. Benson Chair in Public Issues and Civic Leadership in the Department of
Political Science at the University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign. He is the author of Nothing to Read:
Newspapers and Elections in a Social Experiment (1995) and co-editor of Fault Lines: Why the Republicans
Lost Congress (2009). Professor Mondak's articles appear in outlets including the American Journal of
Political Science, the British Journal of Political Science, Cognitive Brain Research, the Journal of Politics
and Public Opinion Quarterly. He has received awards for his research from the American Association for
Public Opinion Research, the American Political Science Association and the Midwest Political Science
Association.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Patricia Clay:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book Personality and the Foundations of Political
Behavior (Cambridge Studies in Public Opinion and Political Psychology). You can choose the best book if
you appreciate reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important a book Personality and the
Foundations of Political Behavior (Cambridge Studies in Public Opinion and Political Psychology). You can
add expertise and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, because from book you
can recognize everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known.
About simple factor until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can open a book or
maybe searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel weary to go to the
library. Let's learn.



Clark Abeyta:

Now a day those who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources included can be true or not demand people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Personality and the Foundations of
Political Behavior (Cambridge Studies in Public Opinion and Political Psychology) book because this book
offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is
no doubt in it as you know.

Heidi Crenshaw:

The experience that you get from Personality and the Foundations of Political Behavior (Cambridge Studies
in Public Opinion and Political Psychology) is the more deep you digging the information that hide within
the words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but
Personality and the Foundations of Political Behavior (Cambridge Studies in Public Opinion and Political
Psychology) giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in particular way that
can be understood by means of anyone who read the idea because the author of this reserve is well-known
enough. This book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand
then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this particular
Personality and the Foundations of Political Behavior (Cambridge Studies in Public Opinion and Political
Psychology) instantly.

Jenna Quintana:

You may get this Personality and the Foundations of Political Behavior (Cambridge Studies in Public
Opinion and Political Psychology) by browse the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it can to be
your solve trouble if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only
simply by written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era including
now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your
current ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately
make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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