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Many philosophers these days consider themselves naturalists, but it's doubtful
any two of them intend the same position by the term. In this book, Penelope
Maddy describes and practices a particularly austere form of naturalism called
"Second Philosophy"”. Without a definitive criterion for what counts as " science”
and what doesn't, Second Philosophy can't be specified directly - "trust only the
methods of science!” or some such thing - so Maddy proceeds instead by
illustrating the behaviors of an idealized inquirer she callsthe " Second
Philosopher”. This Second Philosopher begins from perceptual common sense
and progresses from there to systematic observation, active experimentation,
theory formation and testing, working all the while to assess, correct and improve
her methods as she goes. Second Philosophy is then the result of the Second
Philosopher's investigations.

Maddy delineates the Second Philosopher's approach by tracing her reactionsto
various familiar skeptical and transcendental views (Descartes, Kant, Carnap, late
Putnam, van Fraassen), comparing her methods to those of other self-described
naturalists (especially Quine), and examining a prominent contemporary debate
(between disquotationalists and correspondence theorists in the theory of truth) to
extract a properly second-philosophical line of thought. She then undertakes to
practise Second Philosophy in her reflections on the ground of logical truth, the
methodology, ontology and epistemology of mathematics, and the general
prospects for metaphysics naturalized.
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same position by the term. In this book, Penelope Maddy describes and practices a particularly austere form
of naturalism called " Second Philosophy”. Without a definitive criterion for what counts as "science” and
what doesn't, Second Philosophy can't be specified directly - "trust only the methods of science!” or some
such thing - so Maddy proceeds instead by illustrating the behaviors of an idealized inquirer she callsthe
"Second Philosopher”. This Second Philosopher begins from perceptual common sense and progresses from
there to systematic observation, active experimentation, theory formation and testing, working all the while
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Maddy delineates the Second Philosopher's approach by tracing her reactions to various familiar skeptical
and transcendental views (Descartes, Kant, Carnap, late Putnam, van Fraassen), comparing her methods to
those of other self-described naturalists (especially Quine), and examining a prominent contemporary debate
(between disquotationalists and correspondence theorists in the theory of truth) to extract a properly second-
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Editorial Review
Review

"The book is excellent: the thesis is refreshing, the presentation clear and forthright, the argumentation
careful, the research thorough and informed. It contains awealth of material that should appeal to far more
readers than those of us who are already susceptible to second philosophy. It presents the best exploration
and defence of naturalism | know of ."--Michael Liston, Notre Dame Philosophical Reviews

About the Author
Penelope Maddy is UCI Distinguished Professor of Logic & Philosophy of Science and of Mathematics at
the University of Caiforniaat Irvine.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Megan Lapointe:

This book untitled Second Philosophy: A Naturalistic Method to be one of several books that will best seller
in this year, that's because when you read this e-book you can get alot of benefit uponiit. You will easily to
buy this specific book in the book retailer or you can order it by way of online. The publisher of the book
sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Touch
screen phone. So thereis no reason to you personally to past this guide from your list.

Sandra M endoza:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With studying you can get alot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Ebooks can aso inspire alot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with
their story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they write
about the information about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or
how to teach children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth alwaystry to
improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write with their book.
One of them isthis Second Philosophy: A Naturalistic Method.

Sheri Combs:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you can
have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. That Second Philosophy: A Naturalistic Method can
giveyou alot of close friends because by you considering this one book you have thing that they don't and



make anyone more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This
book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than different make you
to be great people. So , why hesitate? We need to have Second Philosophy: A Naturalistic Method.

Cory Thomas:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This particular book Second Philosophy: A Naturalistic Method was
vibrant and of course has pictures on there. Aswe know that book Second Philosophy: A Naturalistic
Method has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Private eye
Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore, not at all of book usually are
make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book in your case
and try to like reading that.
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