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This book presents a balanced presentation of research methods across
disciplinary boundaries—both psychological and sociological, 1aboratory
experiments and survey methods, quantitative and qualitative techniques. It
offers a coherent, organizing theme, in this case, that of validity inits various
guises-internal, external, inferential statistical, and measurement construct. The
organizing theme is validity—the extent to which the researcher's conclusion can
be judged credible. Validity is broken down into several components each of
which is developed in one or more chapters including construct validity (both
measurement and experimental), statistical inference validity, internal validity,
and external validity. These validity types are then revisited as appropriate in the
treatments of the several basic research approaches—true experimental, quasi-
experimental, correlational, and qualitative. |deal for professionals belonging to
various psychological or sociological association or anyone interested in review
or updating their current knowledge.
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Editorial Review

From the Publisher
Thistext presents an overview of socia research methods, organizes all material around the core concept of
validity, and incorporates an appropriate amount and level of self-contained coverage on statistics.

From the Inside Flap
Preface

This edition represents the fourth stage in a project that has gone on for amost 20 years. The first edition
(1984) crystallized my teaching approach developed over the prior decade. | drafted it on an electric
typewriter, an ancient artifact that many readers of this edition may not have seen except in old movies. The
second edition (1990) was prepared on the first generation Apple Macintosh personal computer. Imagine a
computer with 128K (not megs) of RAM and no hard drive, modem, or ethernet port.

During the life of the third edition (1995), the internet revolution has changed everything from world
commerce to the way colleges and even high schools offer courses. Students increasingly find that their
classes are accompanied by web sites that post syllabi, links to reading assignments, and gradebooks with
scores from tests. Students may add or drop classes by computer and participate in el ectronic office hours or
section discussions via e-mail. Homework may be sent in by e-mail or posted on students own web pages.

It is appropriate, therefore, that this new edition for the second millenium should reflect the role of the World
Wide Web. In writing this version, | often had two windows open on my computer screen—the word
processing document for this manuscript and a Netscape portal to the rest of the world. Without leaving my
office, I might jump from alibrary catalogue to a professional association's code of ethics to a government
agency's data archive. | expect that readers of this text will often be seated at a computer alternating between
reading from this hard copy and browsing the web.

Just as teachers and students have learned new ways of functioning on the internet, so social researchers have
also adapted to this new technology. This edition reflects those changesin social research methods. A new
chapter-length section (Appendix A) summarizes the variety of ways that social researchers are using the
World Wide Web. In addition, all of the other chapters have not only been revised to update the material but
also to include a new subsection called "Web Sites." Here you will find links to information that supplements
and extends the hard copy on each topic.

It goes without saying that no one really writes a book (or a new edition) alone. My thanks go to many
people—the reviewers Sherri Lind Hughes (Western Maryland College), James Rotton (Florida International
University), and R. Dean Wright (Drake University) for their comments on past editions, colleagues both
friends and strangers who have taught me, former students now numbering in the thousands who have taken
my research methods course, and my family for their support.

David Dooley
University of California, Irvine

From the Back Cover

This book presents a balanced presentation of research methods across disciplinary boundaries—both
psychological and sociological, laboratory experiments and survey methods, quantitative and qualitative
techniques. It offers a coherent, organizing theme, in this case, that of validity in its various guises-internal,



external, inferential statistical, and measurement construct. The organizing theme is validity—the extent to
which the researcher's conclusion can be judged credible. Validity is broken down into several components
each of which is developed in one or more chapters including construct validity (both measurement and
experimental), statistical inference validity, internal validity, and external validity. These validity types are
then revisited as appropriate in the treatments of the several basic research approaches—true experimental,
guasi-experimental, correlational, and qualitative. |deal for professionals belonging to various psychological
or sociological association or anyone interested in review or updating their current knowledge.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Carla Smith:

Now aday peoplethat Living in the erajust where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resourcesin it can be true or not need people to be aware of each details they get. How alot more to be smart
in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Studying a book can help
people out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Social Research Methods (4th Edition) book
because book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred pct
guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Marie Heidelberg:

In this age globalization it isimportant to someone to find information. The information will make anyone to
understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information simpler to share.
You can find alot of referrals to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. Y ou can see that
now, alot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to you personally is
Socia Research Methods (4th Edition) this book consist alot of the information on the condition of this
world now. This particular book was represented how does the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles
that writer useto explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some investigation when he makes this
book. Hereiswhy this book suitable all of you.

Rose Duprey:

Isit you who having spare time then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Social Research Methods (4th Edition) can be the
response, oh how comes? The new book you know. Y ou are consequently out of date, spending your time by
reading in this brand-new erais common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Jaime McKenney:

Reading areserve make you to get more knowledge as aresult. Y ou can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book iswritten or printed or created from each source that filled update of news. In this
modern eralike at this point, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. Y ou can



add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
trying to find the Social Research Methods (4th Edition) when you essential it?
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