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Terrible Honesty is the biography of a decade, a portrait of the soul of a
generation - based on the lives and work of more than a hundred men and
women. In a strikingly original interpretation that brings the Jazz Age to life in a
wholly new way, Ann Douglas arugues that when, after World War I, the United
States began to assume the economic and political leadership of the West, New
York became the heart of a daring and accomplished historical transformation.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
While Hemingway, Stein, Fitzgerald et al. were finding Paris a movable feast, for hundreds of other
American artists, writers and musicians who remained at home, Manhattan in the 1920s was a kind of
Roman candle hurtling into hyperborean space, its glitter and energy sparking a decade of creativity. And
though the expatriates were mining established European cultures, for them, too, Manhattan was their
defining center, whether escaping or embracing it. This book is a cornucopia of anecdote and commentary on
some 120 stars of the Jazz Age. Douglas (The Feminization of American Culture) devotes considerable
attention to the city's impact on the legendary black musicians and theirs on it; to its architectural ebullience;
and above all to the literary and publishing mavens who worshipped the integrity of the word-the "terrible
honesty" of her title. This is a sprawling, erudite, provocative study of an expanding artistic universe that
crashed with the Depression and, like it, left a powerful imprint on the American consciousness. Photos not
seen by PW.
Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Douglas (The Feminization of American Culture, 1978) here concentrates on Manhattan in the 1920s, with
an emphasis on the Harlem Renaissance. More than just a portait of New York in the Jazz Age, this work is a
social and intellectual history of the United States. It covers American literature, music, and architecture and
discusses the influences of Freud, William James, and matriarchy on early 20th-century thought.
Exhaustively researched, the narrative introduces a large cast of protagonists and features lots of anecdotes,
plot summaries, and discussion of popular music. Douglas shows how the intellectual life of one city in one
decade was such an important part of American cultural history. For informed lay readers and scholars
generally.
Gary Williams, Southeastern Ohio Regional Lib., Caldwell
Copyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
Douglas, author of the highly regarded Feminization of American Culture (1977), is as vibrant a writer as she
is accomplished a scholar. This imposing yet stimulating volume picks up where Douglas' earlier work left
off and examines the eager decade following the psyche-bending Great War. Douglas uses Raymond
Chandler's term "terrible honesty" to describe the era's "primary ethos," which emphasized "accuracy,
precision, and perfect pitch and timing," and introduces 120 Jazz Age New Yorkers, the "shock troops of
modernity," as vivid embodiments of these values. The lives and achievements of such diverse talents as
Bessie Smith, Dorothy Parker, Duke Ellington, W. E. B. Du Bois, Eubie Blake, Scott Fitzgerald, Langston
Hughes, and Irving Berlin are all covered in this dynamic cultural analysis, which also offers a candid and
revelatory comparison of white and black Manhattan, from the intellectual and artistic enclave in Greenwich
Village to the musical and literary flowering of Harlem. Douglas, a self-declared "Americanist," stresses the
importance of African American culture to New York's status as a world-class city. And not only does she
write with great eloquence about the arts, race relations, sex, and alcoholism, but she also ponders the impact
of such technological marvels as skyscrapers and airplanes. Donna Seaman

Users Review

From reader reviews:

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Hazel Mishler:

Book is definitely written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can know everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve Terrible Honesty: Mongrel Manhattan
in the 1920s will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about
every little thing. But some of you think this open or reading a book make you bored. It is not necessarily
make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you in search of best book or appropriate book
with you?

Latasha Hisle:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a reserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand up than other
is high. In your case who want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of Terrible Honesty:
Mongrel Manhattan in the 1920s book as nice and daily reading book. Why, because this book is more than
just a book.

Edith Stewart:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the
information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get
based on what kind of guide you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education and learning
books but if you want feel happy read one together with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The
Terrible Honesty: Mongrel Manhattan in the 1920s is kind of book which is giving the reader unpredictable
experience.

Ella Hodge:

Beside this kind of Terrible Honesty: Mongrel Manhattan in the 1920s in your phone, it could possibly give
you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you may got here
is fresh from oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow town. It is
good thing to have Terrible Honesty: Mongrel Manhattan in the 1920s because this book offers to your
account readable information. Do you at times have book but you don't get what it's about. Oh come on, that
would not happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable,
similar to treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss that? Find this book and also read it from
today!
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