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Thisisthe story of no ordinary life...Josephine Baker emerged from sordid

poverty and racial intolorance in early 20th-century St Louis to delight audiences
across the world becoming a genuine star of the stage.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

After she had been the toast of Europe for 15 years, Baker met with the following assessment of her heralded
American tour from Time magazine: "Josephine Baker isa St. Louis washer-woman's daughter who stepped
out of a Negro burlesque show into alife of adulation and luxury in Paris [but] in sex appeal to jaded
Europeans, a Negro wench always has a head start.” Clearly, the racism Baker thought she had left behind
when she went to Europe with an all-black musical revue was still alive, yet one more barrier against a
woman who consistently faced and overcame adversity. In this chatty and informed biographyAculled
mostly from existing biographies and general books on the eraAWood (George Gershwin) charts the
amazing life and times of "La Baker." Her life story reads like a novel coauthored by Toni Morrison and
Danielle Steel Ashe rose from poverty in the U.S., became famous for dancing almost nude in the Folies
Berg?re (she wore only a skirt made of bananas), worked for the French Resistance, spoke out vehemently
against Nazism and all forms of racism, married numerous times and became a glamorous international star
who performed until her death in 1975. While Wood's biography contains no surprises, its workmanlike
diligenceis an improvement over Lyn Haney's 1981 Naked at the Feast, which glossed over the
complications of Baker'slife, and Phyllis Rose's 1989 Jazz Cleopatra, which took an oddly hostile tone to the
performer. Wood is not at his best explaining the deep contradictions of Baker'slife and politics (such as her
support of Mussolini's 1935 invasion of Ethiopia), but he offers a good introduction to her life and times.
Photos not seen by PW.

Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist

Josephine Baker is afascinating, complicated Jazz Age figure, an icon of African American power and talent
and an example of how white culture projected wildness and sexuality onto African American performers.
One of the most liberated performers, she had to move to Paristo achieve any social equality, and to play the
bare-breasted native to win applause. Wood's biography exhaustively recounts her rise from impoverished
childhood in St. Louis, Missouri, to initial successin the segregated world of American vaudevilleto
international fame as a star of the Folies-Bergere. Wood clearly loves Baker and has spared no pains to
gather as much about her as he can for this readable book. Still, he does gush, and it is hard not to wish he
had spent alittle more time delving into the cultural implications of Baker's successin avery overtly racist
world. After al, none of her Caucasian cabaret contemporaries--Colette and Dietrich, among them--had to
strip, don bananas, and pretend to be a"wild and free jungle nudist” to attract crowds. Jack Helbig
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Sheila Foxworth:

Do you one among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on
guys this specific aren't like that. This The Josephine Baker Story book is readable simply by you who hate
those perfect word style. Y ou will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without
leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer of The Josephine Baker Story
content conveys objective easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in
the information but it just different asit. So, do you still thinking The Josephine Baker Story is not loveable


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

to be your top list reading book?

Robert Williams:

Typically the book The Josephine Baker Story will bring one to the new experience of reading any book. The
author style to explain the ideais very unigue. In case you try to find new book you just read, this book very
acceptable to you. The book The Josephine Baker Story is much recommended to you to see. Y ou can aso
get the e-book from your official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Brooke Fisher:

Areyou kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your short space of timeto read it because pretty much everything time you only find publication that
need more time to be learn. The Josephine Baker Story can be your answer given it can be read by a person
who have those short time problems.

Clifford White:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity having family
or just watching TV 24 hours aday. Y ou can have new activity to spend your whole day by examining a
book. Ugh, you think reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It al
right you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Josephine
Baker Story which is having the e-book version. So, why not try out this book? Let's find.
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