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This final volume of Victor Klemperer’s diaries opens in 1945. After the horrors
of the war, Victor and Eva’s return to their Dresden home seems like a fairytale.
Victor tries to resume his distinguished academic career and joins East
Germany’s Communist Party. In 1951, Eva dies; a year later, aged 70, Victor
marries a student—an unlikely but successful love match. But with the growing
repression of the Communist Party, and the memory of those who did not
survive, Victor’s achievements ring hollow. Politics, he comes to believe, is,
above all, the choice of “the lesser evil.” A masterpiece both of Holocaust
literature and memoir.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
This third and final volume of the diaries of Klemperer, a German-Jewish professor of philology who
survived the Nazis because his wife was Christian, lacks the inherent drama of his life under the Nazis,
related in the first two, highly acclaimed volumes, and many readers will be mystified by the political twists
and turns of East German communism. Nonetheless, Klemperer was an acute observer of life's complexities,
and the diary becomes quite a good read. In 1945, he is amazed that he has survived, but the conditions of
life are still wrenching. He is suspicious of all the former acquaintances who shunned him in the Nazi years
and now fawn over him. As a privileged academic in Communist East Germany, Klemperer attends endless,
mind-numbing meetings, but also receives a number of appointments, a good salary and a cherished
automobile. He publishes his most important work, LTI, a study of Nazi language. As someone who had
suffered so acutely under the Nazis, he believes communism is "the lesser evil," yet he is anguished by the
parallels between Nazism and communism. The diary is a poignant document about life under communism
and the political choices that so many Europeans faced after WWII.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review
“The Lesser Evil is a remarkable coda to an extraordinary life.“ -- Edmund Fawcett, Los Angeles Times

“A powerful account of how world-changing forces were reflected in the ordinary life of one flawed
individual.” -- Library Journal

From the Publisher
This final volume of Victor Klemperer’s diaries opens in 1945. After the horrors of the war, Victor and
Eva’s return to their Dresden home seems like a fairytale. Victor tries to resume his distinguished academic
career and joins East Germany’s Communist Party. In 1951, Eva dies; a year later, aged 70, Victor marries a
student—an unlikely but successful love match. But with the growing repression of the Communist Party,
and the memory of those who did not survive, Victor’s achievements ring hollow. Politics, he comes to
believe, is, above all, the choice of “the lesser evil.” A masterpiece both of Holocaust literature and the
memoir.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Virgil Arriola:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specially book entitled
The Lesser Evil: The Diaries of Victor Klemperer 1945-59 your head will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely might be your mind
friends. Imaging every single word written in a guide then become one type conclusion and explanation in
which maybe you never get previous to. The The Lesser Evil: The Diaries of Victor Klemperer 1945-59
giving you another experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful data for your
better life in this particular era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and
mind is going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try



this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Emmaline Jett:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our information for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we would like. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This e-book The Lesser Evil: The Diaries of Victor Klemperer 1945-59 was
filled about science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people
has various feel when they reading any book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can feel enjoy to
read a book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you wanted.

Kristi Jones:

E-book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen have to have book to know the change information of year to help year. As we
know those publications have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, could also bring us
to around the world. Through the book The Lesser Evil: The Diaries of Victor Klemperer 1945-59 we can
get more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To become creative person must love to read a book.
Simply choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with that
book The Lesser Evil: The Diaries of Victor Klemperer 1945-59. You can more attractive than now.

Terrie Newlin:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from the book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source that will filled
update of news. With this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for anyone.
From media social such as newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just trying to find the The Lesser Evil: The Diaries of Victor Klemperer 1945-59 when you desired
it?
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