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This collection of original papers on the specia and general theories of relativity
isan unabridged tranglation of the 4th edition of Das Relativitatsprinzp, together
with arevised edition of an additiona paper by H. A. Lorentz.

CONTENTS: I. "Michelson's Interference Experiment” by H. A . Lorentz. II.
"Electromagnetic Phenomenain a System Moving with any Velocity Less than
that of Light" by H. A . Lorentz. Ill. "On the Electrodynamics of Moving Bodies'
by A. Eingtein. IV. "Does the Inertia of a Body Depend Upon its Energy-
Content?' by A. Einstein. V. "Space and Time" by H. Minkowski. V1. "On the
Influence of Gravitation on the Propagation of Light" by A. Einstein. VII. "The
Foundation of the General Theory of Relativity" by A. Einstein. VIII.
"Hamilton's Principle and the General Theory of Relativity" by A. Einstein. IX.
"Cosmological Considerations on the General Theory of Relativity" by A.
Einstein. X. "Do Gravitational Fields Play an Essential Part in the Structure of
the Elementary Particles of Matter?' by A. Einstein. XI. "Gravitation and
Electricity” by H. Weyl.

"The book constitutes an indispensable part of alibrary on relativity," Nature. "It
isreally athrill to read again the original papers by these giants," School Science
and Mathematics. "Warmly recommended,” Quarterly of Applied Mathematics.
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of the 4th edition of Das Relativitatsprinzp, together with arevised edition of an additional paper by H. A.
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Electrodynamics of Moving Bodies' by A. Einstein. IV. "Does the Inertia of a Body Depend Upon its
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Gravitation on the Propagation of Light" by A. Einstein. VII. "The Foundation of the Genera Theory of
Relativity" by A. Einstein. VII1. "Hamilton's Principle and the General Theory of Relativity” by A. Einstein.
IX. "Cosmological Considerations on the General Theory of Relativity" by A. Einstein. X. "Do Gravitational
Fields Play an Essentia Part in the Structure of the Elementary Particles of Matter?' by A. Einstein. XI.
"Gravitation and Electricity" by H. Weyl.

"The book constitutes an indispensable part of alibrary on relativity," Nature. "It isrealy athrill to read
again the original papers by these giants,” School Science and Mathematics. "Warmly recommended,”
Quarterly of Applied Mathematics.
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Editorial Review
About the Author

In addition to conducting the research that culminated in his acclaimed theories of relativity, Albert Einstein
(1879-1955) taught and lectured at universities around the world. Einstein received numerous awards and
honorary doctorate degrees in science, medicine, and philosophy, and he remains a towering symbol of
intellectual and imaginative achievement.

It'sAll Relative

Around 1950, Hayward Cirker, Founder and President of Dover Publications, wrote to Einstein and asked his
approval to proceed with a Dover paperback reprint of the 1923 collection of original papers on relativity by
Einstein himself and others (H. A. Lorentz, H. Weyl, and H. Minkowski), which had originally been
published in England. Einstein was reluctant, wondering how much interest there could possibly be in this
relic of hiswork from 30 or more years earlier. Cirker persisted, and Einstein finally agreed — the Dover
edition of The Theory of Relativity has been in print ever since and has been followed by many other Dover
books on relativity.

The papers reprinted in this original collection will always be for the serious student the cornerstone of their
Einstein library: Michelson's Interference Experiment (H. A. Lorentz); Electromagnetic Phenomenain a
System Moving with any Velocity Less Than That of Light (H.A. Lorentz); On the Electrodynamics of
Moving Bodies (A. Einstein); Does the Inertia of a Body Depend Upon its Energy Content? (A. Einstein);
Space and Time (H. Minkowksi with notes by A. Sommerfeld); On the Influence of Gravitation on the
Propagation of Light (A. Einstein); and The Foundation of the General Theory of Relativity (A. Einstein)
found on pages 109164 of this text; Hamilton's Principle and The General Theory of Relativity (A.
Einstein); Cosmological Considerations on the General Theory of Relativity (A. Einstein); Do Gravitational
Fields Play an Essentia Part in the Structure of the Elementary Particles of Matter? (A. Einstein); and
Gravitation and Electricity (H. Weyl).

In the Author's Own Words:
"How can it be that mathematics, being after all a product of human thought independent of experience, is so
admirably adapted to the objects of reality?"

"What nature demands from us is not a quantum theory or a wave theory; rather, nature demands from us a
synthesis of these two views which thus far has exceeded the mental powers of physicists.”

"Do not be troubled by your difficulties with Mathematics, | can assure you mine are much greater." —
Albert Einstein

Critical Acclaim for The Theory of Relativity:
"This book constitutes an indispensable part of alibrary on relativity." — Nature



Users Review
From reader reviews:
Willene Choate:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the title The Principle of
Relativity (Dover Books on Physics) suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well-known writer
in this era. Often the book untitled The Principle of Relativity (Dover Books on Physics)is the main of
severa books which everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired many men and women in the world.
When you read this guide you will enter the new dimension that you ever know previous to. The author
explained their concept in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to understand the core of this guide.
This book will give you agreat deal of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented
of the world with this book.

Evelyn Blow:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this The Principle of Relativity (Dover Books on
Physics) book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that may be understand by
anyone who read the book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing
skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still hesitation The Principle of Relativity (Dover
Books on Physics) as good book not simply by the cover but also by content. Thisis one book that can break
don't determine book by its handle, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on
your looking at sixth sense aready told you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Robert Ross:

Y ou are able to spend your free time to see this book this e-book. This The Principle of Relativity (Dover
Books on Physics) is simple to develop you can read it in the area, in the beach, train along with soon. If you
did not have much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you
quicker to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Thus there are alot of benefits that
you will get when one buys this book.

AdrienneHelms:

As acollege student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library
or even make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's spirit or
real their passion. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it isfor being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. Aswe
know that on this period, many waysto get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many waysto
reach Chinese's country. So, this The Principle of Relativity (Dover Books on Physics) can make you really
feel more interested to read.
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