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On July 1, 1959, at Ypsilanti State Hospital in Michigan, the social psychologist
Milton Rokeach brought together three paranoid schizophrenics: Clyde Benson,
an elderly farmer and alcoholic; Joseph Cassel, a failed writer who was
institutionalized after increasingly violent behavior toward his family; and Leon
Gabor, a college dropout and veteran of World War II.

The men had one thing in common: each believed himself to be Jesus Christ.
Their extraordinary meeting and the two years they spent in one another’s
company serves as the basis for an investigation into the nature of human
identity, belief, and delusion that is poignant, amusing, and at times disturbing.
Displaying the sympathy and subtlety of a gifted novelist, Rokeach draws us into
the lives of three troubled and profoundly different men who find themselves
“confronted with the ultimate contradiction conceivable for human beings: more
than one person claiming the same identity.”
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Editorial Review

Review
“The Three Christs of Ypsilanti is more than the record of an experiment in the outermost reaches of social
psychology. Among other things it represents, in an unpretentious but remarkably vivid way, what
institutionalized madness is like.”
-Steven Marcus, The New York Review of Books

“A rare and eccentric journey into the madness of not three, but four men in an asylum. It is, in that sense, an
unexpected tribute to human folly, and one that works best as a meditation on our own misplaced self-
confidence. Whether scientist or psychiatric patient, we assume others are more likely to be biased or misled
than we are, and we take for granted that our own beliefs are based on sound reasoning and observation. This
may be the nearest we can get to revelation—the understanding that our most cherished beliefs could be
wrong.”
—Vaughan Bell, Slate

“The Three Christs is part meticulous log-book, part intriguing commentary and part high-voltage play as
Rokeach recreates the men's interactions over 25 months. Rokeach's aim was to force them to confront ‘the
ultimate contradiction’ of believing they were the same being….Reissued for the first time in over 25 years,
it comes with a pithy and sensitive preface by Rick Moody, foregrounding both changing attitudes to
institutional care and the problems and possibilities of Rokeach's experiment.” – The Guardian

"It also seemed to me, aged 16, that The Three Christs of Ypsilanti contained everything there was to know
about the world. That’s not the case of course, but if resources were short, I’d still be inclined to salvage this
book as a way of explaining the terror of the human condition, and the astonishing fact that people battle for
their rights and dignity in the face of that terror, in order to establish their place in the world, whatever they
decide it has to be." -- Jenny Diski, London Review of Books

About the Author
Milton Rokeach (1918–1988) was born in Hrubieszów, Poland, and at the age of seven moved with his
family to Brooklyn. He received his BA from Brooklyn College in 1941. In the same year he began in the
fledgling social psychology program at the University of California at Berkeley, but his studies were
interrupted by a stint in the U.S. Army Air Forces Aviation Psychology Program. He returned to Berkeley in
1946 and received his PhD in 1947. Rokeach became a professor of psychology at Michigan State University
and subsequently taught at the University of Western Ontario, Washington State University, and the
University of Southern California. His famous psychological study The Three Christs of Ypsilanti (1964) has
been made into a screenplay, a stage play, and two operas. His other major books are The Open and Closed
Mind (1960), Beliefs, Attitudes, and Values (1968), and The Nature of Human Values (1973). Rokeach
received the Kurt Lewin Memorial Award from the Society for the Psychological Study of Social Issues in
1984 and the Harold Lasswell Award from the International Society of Political Psychology in 1988.

Rick Moody was born in New York City in 1961. He is the author of five novels, three collections of stories,
and a memoir, The Black Veil. His work has been widely anthologized. He has taught at Bennington College,
SUNY Purchase, New York University, and the New School for Social Research. He lives in Brooklyn, New
York.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gilbert Kimmel:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As
we know that book is very important for all of us. The book The Three Christs of Ypsilanti (New York
Review Books Classics) had been making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take
more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The publication The Three Christs of Ypsilanti (New
York Review Books Classics) is not only giving you much more new information but also to get your friend
when you feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship
with the book The Three Christs of Ypsilanti (New York Review Books Classics). You never truly feel lose
out for everything should you read some books.

Samantha Graham:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them loved ones or their
friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or maybe playing
video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity this is look different you can read the
book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the entire day to
reading a reserve. The book The Three Christs of Ypsilanti (New York Review Books Classics) it is rather
good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book.
In case you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore easily to
read this book through your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book features high quality.

Cheryl Waller:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to pick book like comic,
short story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not seeking The Three Christs of Ypsilanti (New York
Review Books Classics) that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied through reading this book.
Reading habit all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world much better then how they
react when it comes to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading routine only for the geeky
particular person but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all of you who want to start
reading through as your good habit, it is possible to pick The Three Christs of Ypsilanti (New York Review
Books Classics) become your personal starter.

Ira Atwood:

This The Three Christs of Ypsilanti (New York Review Books Classics) is great reserve for you because the
content that is certainly full of information for you who have always deal with world and have to make
decision every minute. That book reveal it details accurately using great organize word or we can declare no
rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it
only offers you straight forward sentences but tough core information with beautiful delivering sentences.
Having The Three Christs of Ypsilanti (New York Review Books Classics) in your hand like keeping the



world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no book that offer you world
inside ten or fifteen moment right but this publication already do that. So , this is certainly good reading
book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt this?
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